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YOURE RICHT, 


FROGGIEL ME BUCK WHEAT! SOME 


THEY SOUND ~ 5 Ad DAY THERELL BEA 


=. MAD! (14৮ 
£ 24 


THIS BOAT 


| 
PRESENTED BY 
METRO -GOLOWYN- MA YER 


THAT СЕМЕКУ OLE] 
FIRST MATE CUSS\ 
N'OUT A FOOR 
৪০/7৮/4555 

















LLL CLEAN YOUR 

SHOES, SIR--- 
HONEST--TLL 
Е VEN. FAY FOR 


















YEH-YOULL FAY 





FOR EM MY MAY 









HUH? WHO DYOU YA BIG STIFF: 
THINK YOU. e DON'T YOU 
FICK SOME = DARE HIT 


C ONE YOUR OWN] THAT LITTLE] 
а SIZE! GUY AGAIN! 























WAY VE PESKY LITTLE 
SHRIMP! 722 THROW, 
70 THE 








IF YOU DROP 
МЕИ CLIMB 


BACK UP AND 








7752075 OF FUN/ OK. THE 
TOACT FOR ( SHOOTING: 
THE MOVIES, 


MK CALDWELL: TOAN EL 15 


OVER FOR" THE KIDS 
— WELL. 
š 





PT VEA BO- NOW WE /5 | 


HUSTLE ASHORE, FREE FOR SOME 


C MOVGANG, 
7 GOT МЕТУ 




















(ZISTEN--NSTEAD OF GOING ASHORE 


QU/CK--FOLLOWN 775 AWFUL 
LETS EXPLORE THE SHIP- 


ME DOWN THIS |DARK DOWN 
LADDER INTO 


THE HOLD! 





SWELL!IVE BEEN WONDER 
Ме WHATS BELOW! 


WELL FIND 
SOME AD 
PIRATES 
SKELETONS 











555-SKELETONS АМ’ 
ME AIN'T FRIENDS --/ኖ 


ДЖУ 15 DERE AH AIN'T 
WAIT IN š 













LOOKIT-OLD FASHION OH BOY! TD LIKE 
ED CANNONS! 70 BEIN A REAL 


PIRATE SEA 
AH KIN STAND PIRATE SJ 
BUT NO * 


|SKELETONS e 
| Got 
7 $. 












[ONE LAST THING BEFORE YOU) 
PROPERTY MEN GO ASHORE- 

PUT THE COVER ON 
7HAT OPEN. 





THE BOSS /5 RIGHT- 775 A WONDER 
THIS OPEN HATCH 15 | THE KIDS HAVEN 


А AND BROKEN THEN 
ха NEMS ө, 





T 

















WISH THERE WERENT 
SO MANY SHADOWS! 
7 KEEP SEEING THINES 





OW/ SOMEBODY DONE SHUT 


OUT DE LIGHT! 

















Г NEVER HEARD OF FIFA cmi 
HAVING ANY TROUB. 
WITH &ATS-—- THEY 


WAYS CARRIER 
R 





























A ক = ANY THING 
EXCEPT THEM SKELETONS ЛАВ, NOW.) 
WHICH WE AINT J ç [T HOPE — pe 
(02 ГА re > 


| GUESS WE NEEDN'T BE SCARED 2 























АН-ЕЕЕЕЕЕ/ 
HE'S KILLING МЕ! ||| 


THERE 
MUST BE 
ANOTHER 








OLD CARETAKER LISTENSTO 
j A RADIO PLAY, 








OHO! A CREW OF THEM MOVIE HO HO, МО? AM 1 A PIRATE? 
KIDS - AND THEY LOOK SCARED BLESS YOUR HEARTS, NO= 
STIFF! Su YOO DONE || ARE-ARE| um JUST OLD DEADLIGHT 


SAID А МООР. || YOU THE 
FULL, MSTOH) 

















(WAS THIS REALLY AN OLD PIRATE | 


COME IN AND 7 His ос о PIRATE 
মি (760 BET YOUR —— ором А TIMER) 


----1 20075 /71” 


WITH ME, SHIP- с 
MATES / С | 
FA TELL ረ/ሟ! Was 
1 Gr) UNCLE DANI 




















SQ AFTER SENDIN' FLETY SHIPS 
TO THE BOTTOM, THIS OLD PIRATE 
CRAFT WAS SUNK HERSELF. AND 
RAISED ONLY LAST YEAR Ву THE 
MOVIE COMPANY... OH-OH! YERE 
VALLIN' ASLEEP IN VER CHAIRS! 




















TEN MINUTES LATER THE KIDS ARE 


PREAMING OE HIGH ADVENTURE ON 
THE SEVEN SEAS. 











ABOUT MIDNIGHT А SUDDEN HURRICANE 
HITS THE HARBOR ·.. 








INES SNAP 
GREAT GUNS! WERE ADRIFT Ja _ UNDER THE STRAIN, 

HAND HEADING, FOR THE 

ROCKS ACROSS THE BAY! 


A 











z መሙ 


AT THE MERCY OF WIND AND WAVES THE 
OLD FRIGATE TOSSES IN THE HARBOR. 





NOBODY I$" 

THE WHOLE 
SHIP'S 

| ROLLING! 








CLIMB u THATS: 
THE ANSWER, 








A STORM! WELL 
|| GE SHIPWRECKED! 
7 WISH WE 
WERE REAL 
SAILORS! 





THE JIB SAIL WILL 
GIVE THE SHIP 


HAUL DOWN WHILE 1 
BELAY THIS HALYARD 57 


THROW YOUR - UH = 
WEIGHT ON THEM 
SPOKES, THE OLD 
SARY ANN /ቋ 
MINDIN' HER HEIM „ 


STEERING 
AWAY FROM 





STEERAGE WAY. 

















LIKE A RONAWAY HORSE THE OLD 
SHIP PLUNGES OUT: OF THE HARBOR, 
AND HEADS FOR THE OPEN SEA: 











SUNRISE FINDS THE FRIGATE 
FAR OUT OF SIGHT OF LAND 
WITH THE HURRICANE DRIVING v. 








ГАМТ GOT THE HEART 70) 











TIRED OUT AND SOUND 


WAKE EM. SO LL JUST 










ASLEEP ALL OF "ЕМ! 
BUT THEY STOOD THE 
ALL-NIGHT WATCH| 
ОД (ee REAL 

SAILORS. 
















(LEAVE THE WHEEL TIED. 




















15 АН DREAMIN! 


HEY, WHERE'S) | NOBODY'S 








Түс MADE YE А 
ELUM DUFF. 


WAS FITTED UP 
BY MOVIE FOLKS 
FOR SHOOTIN! 
PICTURES 11 МОТ 
FOR SAILIN! THE 
HIGH SEAS. 











WE'VE GOT 
PLENTY OF 
FOOD АМ! 
WATER ABOARD, 
BUT NO COM- 
PASS, MAPS 
OR SEXTANT" 
THERE'S NO 
TELLIN" 


WHERE THIS 
STORM MAY 


TAKE US 
BEFORE 


IT BLOWS 
ITSELF 
৫975 2. 





STORM BLEW 
05 7€2 ЗЕА"АМО 

















DEADLIGHT DAN'S TELESCOPE * 
BRINGS THE ISLAND MUCH NEARER, 











MAYBE THERE 
АРЕ CANNIBALS 
Е ON 177. 





SKELETONS. 











AS 5 

WE ANCHOR AND GO ASHORE.) 
OUR WATER (5 KINDA SALTY 
AFTER THAT STORM, AND 
WE COULD USE SOME FRESH) 




















A PLACE "++ ВОТ 
MAYBE THERES 
A SPRING ON 
















DISCOVER UM 
THIS ISLAND, || 
UNCLE РАМ? | 


MEBBE 5 
JANET: 













WITH TOM CAT KEEPING ) WELL TO) 20 H 


AD 
> SUCH A SHARE WATCH BETTER WATCH OUT, 
SE len, | PONT )'CAUSE (M ALMOST 

KNOW HOW WERE со ING HUNGRY ENOUGH 
তি GET ANYTHING Ti TO БАТ А CAT / 
БАТ... NE 


ጋ 














ER-A- 
CATERPILLAR/ 








WELL... WE САМ OLD CLOTHES * 
TRY ANYWAY... FIRST SAY, WHATS 
МЕ HAVE ТО FIND THE IDEAZ 
SOME OLD CLOTHES. 





ОЕ 
ANYTHING! 


























Г LISTEN. TUFFY, YOURE GOING TO 
BE ecc LIKE © BABY... АМО, 
GONNA BE YOUR 


m OH NO! 
bod 
HUNGRY! 


- AND WREN TOM SEES US 
HE WONT HAVE THE HEART 
= AND. 





HERE PUT THIS 
BONNET ON! 





= 
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И አዛ THAT DUMB 
CÁT COULDNT SEE 
Је DISGUISE THROUGH A - 
YOURE (2 с 4 
> ТО CARRY টি 
NOURSELF ON SHUM! THERE 
NOOR OWN 4] | FE 1S NOW: 























SIR HOW DARE YOU он: DA, DĄ 
BRANA ZĘ DA DADA os 
ABY THAT WAY? ) 
“ЕН! YA BIE 

LL 


0 

















-A- SAY HELLO ER-A-THATS THE 
ТЭ Ч WAY HE ALWAYS 

SAYS HELLO... 

HEH HEH, нен! 














WELL ER-WE MUST 
BE GOING... 
` PAY, ME. PUSSYCAT! 


! PUT МЕ DOWN 
| HEY DOPE Tm SUP] 
He HE TO BE CARRVING 


HEH! 





QUICK ue 
O TH 

TOP SHELE!! 
RUN FOR THE 


PANTRY 
TUFFY # 











f THAT | WERE БЕЕК Der TS | 

WHEW / V LET 

Ke А CLOSE d LOOK AROU 会 
SHAVE! AR z 


INTO REAL. 
TROUBLE! 


MEXICAN 


JUMPING 


BEANS 





THOSE ARE MEXICAN 
JUMPING BEANS... 











WELL, WELL WELL! 
WHAT A CUTE LITTLE 
FELLER... 


PASTAFAZOOLA 
AMIGOS? 














| THAT! 
see 


"SPARE THE ROD AN 
SPOIL THE BEAN /” 


RUNS BAT; 






































METRO-GOLDWYN -MAYER-CARTOONS 


( DETECTIVE) 


— PRISONER NUMBER. 
58909669780, ALIAS TORPEDO 
WOLF, ALIAS KILLER DILLER WOLFIE BOY, 


ALIAS LOBO. THE LOLISE, ALIAS HOUDINI 
WOLF, HAS ESCAPED AGAIN! 








( THAT GUY IS WEARING OLT His 
ሥ WELCOME AROUND HERE ! HOW, 
( DID HE DOTT THIS TIME F 


Le FLASHED ል BG 
ALTOMATIC AND COWED 





ANY IDEA WHICH 


HUNIZUH! HE MADE] 
WAY HE WENT >. 


US CLOSE OUR EYES 
WHILE HE WALKED 
OUT OF THE GATE | 








CALL OUT MY PHENOMENAL 
HOLIND DETECTIVES ! GET 
THEM ON HIS TRAIL 
се IMMEDIATELY! 


1 


— 
መ፦ НЕ DOESN'T MEAN 


МЕ! THIS | ከት“ Day 
OFF! IM SO HAPPY! 
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| ኸጅ“ፎፎ ALL HE Мемт У [^ WELL HAVE то GET ALONG 
Те MARVELOUS | HERE ВОТ HAPPY! | FISHIN’! THis] | WITHOUT HIM! NOW, ወርታ/8, THIS 
АГСА-5/МӨ HOUNDS, | WHERE'D HE ӨО? / |5 HIS DAY 15 HOW THE ESCAPED CONVICT 
SUPER SMART 1 | LOOKS 一 
GUYS OF DOGDOM, 
LINE LIP TO 
RECEIVE THEIR. 
ORDEI 








ም Ане Tuis is How HE SMELLS! 
SET GOIN’ NOW AND Pick LIP 
Ше RAIL! 


EE AWAY! 
ar? 


















comino! Y 


er I HEAR DE HOUNDS: 
НЕЙ! HEN! ARE DEM gum. 
D 









BY TONIN’ ME SHOES AROLIND, I'VE 
MADE TRACKS DATLL LEAD'EM FURDER 
FROM ME AT EVERY STEP! 


— df 





















GRACIOLIS SAKES! 
THESE ARE THE 
FOOTPRINTS OF 
TRACKS WHILE | NO. 38909664730 | 
ON HIS WAY TO HOW VERY, VERY 
THE CREEK ! EXCITING! y 


THE APPREHENSION 
ОР THE CRIMINAL 
IS IMMINENT! HE 
WILL BE SIGHTED 
IN ATWINKLING ! 








A THERE'S ms t 
TRAIL, GENTS! 


— ow > 
Gee 


WELL, I DON'T WANTA SIGHT Him! 
Ги. FOLLOW HIS BACK TRAIL TO THE 


CREEK ша А CINCH I WON'T SEE НІМ 
THERE 











CROOKS TODAY —ESPECIALLY CROOKS. 
WITH Ble AUTOMATICS ! 


1 DON'T WANT NOTHIN’ тро WITH CATCHIN | 











[Fue CROOK міти тие УЛ HAPPY LOLIND, 
BIG AUTOMATIC! DE PHENOMENAL 
DETECTIVE ! sss 


TVE GOTTA BEAT IT 
С BEFORE DIS DETECTIVE 
COMES TO LIFE! TLL 






















ТМ ALL ПОР WHERE'D I COMI “Сүр сон TOWARD HIS HEELPRINTS 
FROM ОН ХЕ5-1 WAS GOIN’ FISHIN · TOOK ME TO HIM , GOIN’ TOWARD HIS 
an Би INTO THAT AWFUL, AWFUL দিদা SHOULD ТАКЕ ME FROM 
CRIMINAL 












HE WAS ON THE 
WRONG END OF 
2 HIS TRACKS! 














ТМ FAR ENOUGH FROM THAT CROOK X УМ FAR ENOUGH FROM 
Скон: TLL STOP HERE AND CATCH SOME ) THAT DETECTIVE NOW! 
FISH FOR LUNCH! y = TLL STOP HERE AND 
১৯ CATCH SOME FISH FOR 














EE 


BET 
1 САТСН А 
BEAUTY! 








TROW I FIND THIS GUY ON THE RIGHT 
END OF His FOOTPRINTS! I HAVEN'T 
TIME TO FIGURE гт OLT TODAY ! DLC 

Ж ТЕ HIM UP SO I CAN GET ON WITH MY 


FISHIN’ | 
Dea 














LISTEN, HAPPY, I'VE REFORMED! TM вом! 


ТО BE А ECOD CONVICT FROM NOW ON! IF 
YOU'LL ТОЈМ ME LOOSE, I'LL 60 RIGHT BACK. 
TO DE PRISON AN” ТОМ MESELF IN! 


OKAY! OKAY! 
IT SEEMS те 
TIE ONLY WAY 
I'LL EVER GET TO 
FISH IN PEACE! 


WHAT ል DUMB HOUND! HE DIDN'T 
EVEN TAKE ME GUN! TLL HOP ON DIS 
STREAMLINER FOR Freisco! 





| “зад, TAKE DE SHORTEST PATH 


BACK TO ME CELL! 


PROMISE YOU 
WON'T CHEAT > 


ОН SURE, sure! ነ 
1 PROMISE 





1 BET THE FISHINS 
ON 


BETTER THE OTHER 
SIDE OF THIS 





































=, E ( FOLLOWED 41 TELL YOU 1 DIDN'T FOLLOW ~ 
CHEATED! ০7057 "Те теді | | You" 3 DONT WANT TO CATCH YOU 
STOPS FOR AT ALL! I САМЕ TO THE WOODS 
WATER, TO FISH! y 
AND HAPPY ৪১ 1 DON'T BELIEVE 


YOU! IF YOU'RE ON 
DE LEVEL, GINE ME A 
TAKE TO THE. BREAK! COLNT TO 
WOODS! 3 THOITY BEFORE YOU 
START AFTER МЕ 
AGAIN! 


AND THE 
CROOK 








Toy! OKAY! START RUNNING! SUD] + CANT 1 THROW MY LINE 
ONE TWO! TLL MAKE A POLE а ር. Our WITHOUT CATCHIN’ SOMETHING 
AND TRY MY LUCK IN THIS Gef BEHIND MET FIVE! 

d j IX 











THAT сбкмстивкт | |] 
ANYWHERE NEAR HERE! 
LET'S TURN AROUND 
AND GO BACK TO THE 






THANK ECODNESS! 
THEY'RE STOPPING! 


ር SEVEN! EIGHT ' 








1 CAN'T FIGURE WHY YOU DIDN'T TELL 
DEM COPS ABOUT ME! MAYBE YOU WANT 
DE WHOLE-REWARD FOR YOURSELF r 


WETTE) 


TO FISH! PLEASE 
GET GOIN’! ГМ STILL 
COUNTIN’! THIRTEEN! 
FOURTEEN ! 




















TLLTARE IT 
TO YOu -I DONT 
WANT IT AROLIND! 





SUPER-SUDSY SOAP! 











DE ONLY PLACE WHERE ТЦ. vu) 
BE SAFE FROM НІМ 15 ME DEAR 
STEAM-HEATED, IRON-UPHOLSTERED 


CELL! OPEN LIP, WARDEN, ГМ COMIN‘ 
HOME! 








42187 


1692: ха Madre Айн Rev Ve NY 


! 





UEY WAIT! МӨН) 
DROPPED YOUR GLIN! 


'S ONLY AN oS 


m 
Q IMITATION \ HOW / 


VERY, VERY | 
AMUSING! ! Л 






SO BAT'S IT! DATIS WHY 
DIS HOUND'S BEEN ACTIN’ 
CRAZY! 


HE'S MAD! HE'S 
GOT RABIES! 


e 
CAN YOU BEST 
THAT > I NO МОРЕМ 
SET SETTLEDTO 
FISH, WHEN HERE ` 
COMES THE WARDEN 
WITH A SACK OF REWARD 
MONEY! I HAVE THE 
DOGEONEDEST Luck! 


CZ 


ዐጩ 








12471173017 
Cy Commies Expira Мөнх эк (ክህ) 





METRO - GOLDWYN -MAYER CARTOONS = uic er 
= NOW FOR A NI 

деен N LONG SNOOZE? 
1 = ከም ፦፦ 















/ gov. 
DOES THIS 
Ч COUCH FEEL 
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f fu, тов OFF 


/ THE WATER... 
THAT'LL STOP IT’ 



























(LL SHOW HIM / 
NO FLY 15 GONNA 
KEEP ME AWAKE! 
NOW WHERE 
DID HE GO > / 
== 







NOW A FLY? 
WHERE'D THAT 
PESKY ANIMAL 
COME FROM 
৯৪৮৭ 
























SCRAM! N 
| GET AWAY FROM 
THAT PIE’ 





























/ Ги. FIX HIM? I'LL GET SOME 
FLYPAPER/ THAT'LL 
DO TH’ TRICK 





I'LL GET RID O“ THAT | 
ELY? | GOTTA 
HAVE МУ NAP. এ 













т 


HO INVENTED EJES] 
ANYWAY ? 























GIMME A DOZEN 
SHEETS OF 
FLYPAPER 





















THIS'LL FIX HIM OR % 
MY NAME AIN'T BARNEY. 


























БАЕМЕУ STROGGLES| 
[BUT FINALLY GETS 
RIP OF THE FLYPAPER, 

















PSOE TO ЇЕ 、 


THA 
зал. 













Ї THAT FLY SWATTER WAS той 
LITTLE GUESS. CEL IE 





























СЕР: 4 
| WONDER 





HOORAY // 
| GOT НІМ/ 
1 GOT HIM! 








THATS ONE FLY THAT 
WON'T BOTHER ME 
AGAIN NOW MAYBE I 
CAN GET SOME SLEEP? A 











| JUST HAD ል SWELL IDEA. 
AN' THAT GARDEN НО5Е. 19. 
JUST WHAT | NEED. 




















! HUM | 
NOW FOR SOME 
SHUT- EYE 











V NEVER 
056, SLEEP. 








BECAUSE YOU'RE А 
MURDERER A 


YOU KILLED A POOR Y 


INNOCENT FLY 7 





2 M Wie MADE овен? Woj” 
И gody, ute BABY rues 045 
Е | m 


A 








ІМ AN OLD 
8, MEAN 
У | (UM SORRY; 
дл 
২ 














WHAT MUST 
1 DO, 
MISTER ? 


you MUST DO 
GOOD DEEDS: 
ONLY BY DOING 
GOOD DEEDS 
WILL YOU GET 
RID OF МЕ; 








= 

+ FOR. INSTANCE, IF YOU SHOULD 
SEE A POOR GOPHER THAT 
ШЫ NEEDS FOOD AN’ REST, 

IT'S YOUR DUTY TO HELP HIM. 











G-GAWSH! 
1 DIDN'T KNOW 
KILLIN' А FLY WAS 
SO SERIOUS. 






> 


| СОТТА DO WHAT THAT 
4 


MISTER СОМ- СОН... THAT 


FELLER SAID, OR HELL 
HAUNT ME FOREVER. 


Го 




















OH, BOY! AM I LUCKY! 
THERE'S GOOFER GOPHER?’ 


МЕ NO MORE AN' I КМ SLEEPY’ 





IF HE'LL LET ME BE KIND TO HIM, 
THAT FELLER WON'T BOTHER 4 



















WOULD YOU LIKE MY! MY! 
A BIG DINNER AND # you INTEREST 
А SNOOZE IN А ў 
NICE SOFT BED, 
GOOFER > 





















THERE'S LOTS 
о” ROOM FOR 


THIS IS MIGHTY THINK NOTHIN’ 
KIND OF YOU, OF IT, 
BARNEY. OL' PAL. 















«THERE'S NOTHIN' TO STOP МЕ 
FROM HAVING MY NICE, 


LONG AE 





NOW I'VE DONE МУ 





























L R ООС 








The day after Major was born, little 
four-year-old Susan gathered his chub- 
by softness in her arms and hugged 
him close to her. 

"He's mine," she lisped and patted 
him gently. 
From that moment the small girl and 

- the dog were loyal friends and merry | 
playmates. 


They lived on a farm in the rolling, and said, "You'd better put him outa 
western sheep country, where only dogs the way, too. He'll grow up to be a killer 
who were friendly to the baa-ing, wool- like his Pa." 
ly animals were allowed to roam the Susan's father shook hig head. 
plains. There was an unwritten law "Maybe not, Sam,” he said quietly. 
among the ranchers that any dog "He might turn out like his mother,” 
found guilty of harming sheep must be and he pointed to the gentle, docile 
killed immediately. dog, lying in the sun, lazily watching 

When Major was a small puppy, his her baby at play. 
father, a handsome police dog, met the “Well, it'll pay you to keep an eye 


doom of the killers. He was found on him, anyway," Sam scowled. "He's - 
guilty of the killing of the sheep of a got killer blood in him, don't forget 
neighboring rancher. Susan's father that!” 


watched in tight-lipped silence as the But as Major grew from a plump 
rancher's shotgun blazed and the mag- puppy into a magnificent young dog, 
nificent dog crumpled to the ground. he-showed no signs of the killer in- 
There was nothing he could do. Killer stincts of his father, He played gently 
dogs must die! with little Susan. He was obedient and 

The rancher turned toward the loyal, trustworthy and affectionate. To 
roly-poly Major, romping with Susan, Susan, living far from other children, 


Thirty-seven 


he was friend, guardian, ond playmate. 
They were never separated, not even at 
night, because Major slept in a corner 
of Susan's bedroom, where he wakened 
instantly at the slightest sound from 
her small, white bed. 

One day, when they were playing 
their favorite game, throw-the-rag-doll, 
Major saved Susan from a tragic death. 
The little girl tossed the rag doll into 
the driveway beside the farm house, 
then ran to pick it up before Major 
could reach it. Suddenly she tripped 
and sprawled headlong in the driveway, 
directly in the path of the automobile 
which her mother, who was unaware of 
what had happened and unable to see 
the child, was backing down the drive- 
way. 

But Major saw. When the wheels of 
the car were a scant two inches from 
little Susan's body, he dashed forward, 
grabbed her dress in his strong teeth 
and dragged her to safety. A second 
later the car wheels rolled over the doll 
and over the spot where Susan had been 
ying. 

After that Major was even more 
deeply entrenched in the affections of 
Susan and her grateful family. The 
weeks and months possed happily. 
Majar stayed close to the farm and 
Susan most of the time, but, when he 
did roam the neighborhood and the 
plains, he paid no attention to the 
sheep. 





Then, one night, when Susan and 
Major were sleeping and all the moon- 
lit world was quiet and peaceful, 
Major awakened with a start. Through 
the open window drifted the far-off cry 
of a coyote. 

Swiftly Major rose to his feet, slipped 
across the room and leaped through the 
open window into the moonlight. 

He did not return that night. 

The next morning he came home, 
slinking across the farmyard to little 
Susan, who was anxiously watching and 
waiting for him. His once-glossy coat 
was covered with mud, and the matted 
hair of his back was furrowed with long, 
deep scratches. 

Susan and her father led him to the 
pump and washed his mud-caked coat. 
The father's eyes narrowed with worry 
when he saw the scratches. He was still 
examining them when a shadow fell 
across the pump and he looked up to 
see Sam, the neighboring rancher, 
standing beside him. 

“Well, it's happened," Sam said 
briefly. "The dog turned killer, os ! 
said he would. | found six dead sheep 
іп the corral this morning. And there 
wos blood on the fence where the killer 


` got away. It’s a dog's work and your 


dog's the only one oround here. So he's 
got to die!" 

But Susan's father refused to permit 
the angry rancher to lead Major away 
to his death. _ 






Thirty-eight 





"You'll have to have more proof than 
that,” he insisted. "| don't believe 
Major's a killer.” 

Finally the irate Sam turned on his 
heel and strode out of the yard. "I'll get 
the Sheriff," he called back over his 
shoulder. "That dog's going to pay for 
murderin' those sheep!” 

А short time later a truck from the 
County Dog Pound arrived with the 
Sheriff, a Pound official, and the 
rancher in the drivers seat. Susan's 
father tried to protest, but his pleas 
were in vain. Major was dragged into 
the truck and driven away Through 
tear-dimmed eyes the sobbing Susan 
watched him go. 

"Don't cry, honey,” her father com- 
forted her. "We'll fight for his life." 

Major was brought to trial in a real 
courtroom, He was pulled, | heavily 
muzzled ànd drooping, into the crowd- 
ed room. As the attendant dragged him 
post Susan, who was sitting with her 











mother and father, the little girl bent 
over him and threw her arms around 
his neck. Major tried to lick her tear- 
wet face, but the heavy muzi.le was in 
his way. Then the deputy yanked the 
dog forward.and chained him to o 
heavy chair. near the Judge's desk. 

The trial began. The rancher describ- 
ed his killed sheep, the blood stains 
on the wire fence, and the trail that led 
directly to Major. р 

“His father was a killer and: he's in- 
herited the bad strain," he concluded. 

Susan's father, who acted as the 
dog's lawyer, told of Major's loyalty 
and devotion to the little girl, of his 
gentleness and bravery, of his heroic 
saving of Susan's life. 

"Major wouldn't kill sheep,” he said 
finally and firmly. 

The ፤ Judge listened thoughtfully, 
Then he proposed a test to determine 
Major's guilt. 5 
That night a small group of people 






Thirty-nine 


gathered in the shadows outside the 
rancher's sheep corral. They waited un- 
seen in tense silence. Susan, her father 
and mother sat wordlessly in their car. 
The rancher and the Sheriff, with high- 
powered rifles, waited in the darkness. 
A Pound official stood with Major at 
the corral fence. 

At a signal from the Sheriff, the 
Pound official released his hold on 
Major. The dog slunk away from the 
man and prowled restlessly around the 
ranch yard. Susan and the others held 
their breoths in taut anxiety, waiting 
to see whether the dog would leap into 
the unguarded corral. 

Slowly Major crept closer to the cor- 
ral. The rancher raised his rifle, ready 
to fire. But the Sheriff stopped him and 
pointed 

Another shape, gray and lean, had 
suddenly slipped into view on the other 
„side of the corral, A coyote! Like а 
ghostly shadow in the moonlight, the 
coyote leaped over the fence and into 
the corral among Не huddled sheep. 





Instantly Major sprang into oction. 
He cleared the fence with one bound. 
Then, with bared, gleaming teeth, he 
hurled himself on the sheep-killing 
coyote. As the frightened sheep bleat- 
ed and milled about them, the dog and 
the coyote battled savagely. 

The hidden men rushed from their 
shadows, but, before they could go to 
the aid of the dog, he finished the 
fight. With a last shake, he dropped 
the dead coyote to the ground and 
stood silently over him. 
nstantly the men surrounded the 
victor and the vanquished, while Susan 
hugged the battered Major, Тһе 
rancher examined the coyote and dis- 
covered the scars of former battles. 

"You've got your killer now," Susan's 
father said guietly. "That other time 
Major was fighting this marauder to 
save your sheep, instead of killing 
them himself.”- 

So Major was completely cleared of 
the charges and returned home with 
the happy Susan. 
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